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ACTION EA-10 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-03 H-01 INR-07 L-02 

NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 PRS-01 SP-02 SS-15 USIA-06 10-10 

OMB-01 SAM-01 DPW-01 /067 W 

030808 

R 250437Z FEB 75 
FM AMEMBASSY CANBERRA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 5130 
INFO AMEMBASSY VIENTIANE 

CONFIDENTIAL CANBERRA 1205 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: MOPS, LA 

SUBJECT: AUSTRALIANS INDICATE SOTH VISIT NOT SUITABLE 
IN FEBRUARY OR MARCH 

1. DFA (EVANS, INDO-CHINA SECTION) CALLED EMBOFF FEB 25 

AND INFORMED HIM THAT AUSTRALIAN EMBASSY IN VIENTIANE HAD 
BEEN INSTRUCTED FEB 24 TO INFORM LAOTIAN FONMIN HPOUMI 
VONGVICHIT AND MIN OF ECONOMY SOTH PHETRASY THAT VISIT 
TO AUSTRALIA BY SOTH IN FEBRUARY OR IN MARCH WOULD NOT 
RPT NOT BE CONVENTIENT TO AUSTRALIAN GOVERNMENT. AUSTRAL- 
IAN AMBASSADOR ALSO INSTRUCTED TO HAND OVER LETTER FROM 
FOREIGN MINISTER WILLESEE TO PRIME MINISTER SOUVANNA ON 
SHARMAN CASE. 

2. IN RESPONSE TO QUESTION BY EMBOFF EVANS AGREED THAT 

THE ABOVE TWO ACTIONS (SOTH VISIT POSTPONEMENT AND WILLESEE 
LETTER) WERE TO BE KEPT SEPARATE. HOWEVER, HE ALSO AGREED 
THAT LOATIANS WOULD PROBABLY APPRECIATE THAT THEY WERE, IN 
FACT, CLOSELY RELATED. 

3. IN DIFFERENT DEVELOPMENT MISS JOY HOOPER OF SYDNEY, 
DESCRIBED AS GIRL FRIEND OF NEIL SHARMAN, RETURNED TO 
AUSTRALIA FROM LAOS ON FEB 24 AND REVIEWED DEAN/SHARMAN 
CASE WITH SYDNEY MORNING HERALD, WHICH CARRIED ARTICLE 
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ON SUBJECT ON FRONT PAGE FEB 25. MISS HOOPER REFERRED TO 
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HER BRIEFING ON STATUS OF DEAN AND SHARMAN BY EMBASSY 
VIENTIANE AND SAID THAT AUSTRALIAN GOVERNMENT WAS I .HAVING 
ALL THE HARD INVESTIGATION INTO DISAPPEARANCE OF TWO MEN 
TO THE U.S. EMBASSY IN VIENTIANE. SHE SAID SHE WOULD ASK 
PRIME MINISTER WHITLAM AND FOREIGN MINISTER WILLESS TO 
POSTPONE VISIT OF SOTH PHETRASY TO AUSTRALIA UNTIL THE 
MYSTERY OF SHARMAN'S DISAPPEARANCE IS SOLVED. 

HARROP 
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